Off 


A RIEFE 
Of the Defence made to juſtitic that the Peace concluded 


inTRELAMN D in the Year, 1648. 1s Valid, notwithſtanding the 
Objections raiſed to Invalid the ſame. | 


Tt is firſt objefted againſt the ſaid Peace, That it was 4 meer Force on His late MA FESTT, 


TWO this, Anſwer is made, That there was no Force made uſe of by thoſe who obtained it, having onely Employed ſome Perſons in the Year 1647.to FRANCE; 
to Petition the Queen and your Majeſty, then Prince of-W ales, in Order to the obtaining thereof, his late MA JE STY being then in Reſtraint. 

Thar in the ſaid Year 1647. when they ſo Petitioned, there was no Town or Place in Ireland in his late Majeſties hands, : all being then 'Poſleſſed by the Uſur- 

ped Government , other then what his Majeſties Catholick SubjeRs held, and conſequently there was no ſubje& matter again[t which ſuch pretended Force 


could bepra&iced ; but on the contrary, the ſaid Catholicks made uſe of their Forces againſt ſome of their own Party, who unadviſedly oppoſed the Ceſlation then con- 


cluded with the Lord of Inſiquine, which Ceſſation was made purpoſely the betcer to introduce his Majeſties Authority into-Ireland by a 'ConjunRion with ſo conſiderable 
a Party. NE ; 
That his late Majeſties Reſtraint was the AR of others and not of the faid Catholicks, which ſhould rather render the 'faid Peace more firm , being concluded by his 
Majeſties Lieutenant , in order to his Reſcue from that Reſtraint, by the ConjunRion of that Party of his own SubjeRs, as is mentioned in Your Majeſties Declaration 
of the Thirtieth of November, to prevent that horrid Paracide which after enſued. 
That after the ſaid Peace was concluded , Your Majeſty owned -the faid Catholicks of Treland for your-Loyal Subjefs, and they were the firſt in Your Do- 
minions who Proclaimed Your Majeſty King. They fought ſeyeral years by your Authority , and loft their Blood and Eſtates in your Service: And Your Majeſty in Your 


faid Declaration, was pleaſed to own the ſaid Peace, and hold your ſelf Obliged to perform what You owe by it, to ſuch who conſtantly adhered thereunto ; and yer the Ob- 
Jeors ſtile it a meer Force, | o | 


The Second Objettion againſt the ſaid Peace is , That it was brokenon the Payt of the ſaid Catholicks, by the Proceedings of ſome of the Clergy met at James- 
; Town, and by the Diſobedience of ſome Towns. | 


$a this is Avſwered, Thatthe Proceedings of the Clergy met at Fames-Town, was the AR of a few met there without any Authority ; That the Commiſſioners of 
Truſt Authorized by the Lord Lieutenant, Purſuanc to the ſaid Peace, expreſſed their Deteſtation of the faid Proceedings; that the Officers of the Army did the 
like by a Pablick Proceſt in Writing. And that che Aſſembly met at Loghreagh by the Lord Lieutenants Order, proteſted againſt any Power in Clergy or Laiety thar 
--vid 90 aboutto take fromthem, or intrench upon your Maſjeſties Authority , as more fully doth appear by the ſaid Proteſtation , wherein the chicteſt of the Clergy 


ns of the ſaid Clergy Tam-5-Tawn. the Lord Lieutenant by his Letters and Neclaration* concerning _the ſaid Proceedings.., rank. natlice EI, 


thu aid Aftors at Fames-Town were onely a few fatious Clergy-men ; Declaring further in his faid Letters, that he found the Nobility and greater part of the Gentry , con- 
tinued faichful royour Majeſty , obedient to your Authority, and worthy of your Favour and Prote&ion : Thar as the Eſtates of the faid Catholicks were taken from them 
by the Uſurper, ſo were many of their Papers, and therefore muſt appeal to the ſaid Lord Lieutenanr'for the cruth of this Allegation. 

That the Lord Lieutenant duly weighing the matters aforeſaid, on his Departure ont of the Kihgdom , 'ifitruſted your Majeſties Authority with che late Lord Mar- 
queſs of Clanriccard as Deputy , to whom the Nobility and Gentry payed all due obedience ; and when his Excellency did depart, there was no T own or conſiderable 
Place in your Majeſties Hands but Limerick, and Gallway, and che Counties of Gallway, and Clare, the other Parts of 'Cannaught being waſte , and the reſt of the King- 
dom loſt, principally by the defe&ion of the Earle of 1nfiquines Army, and their berraying of the conſiderable Towns of Munſter into the Ularpers hands, all which hap- 
pencd before the Proccedings of chat Party of che Clergy met at F ames-Town, as aforeſaid. * | ogy 


As to the Diſobedience Objetted againſt the Towns of Waterford, Limerick, and Gallway. 


T2 have made cach of them particular Anſwers, by which their Services to the Crownin ſeveral Ages paſt do appear. And wherein the Diſobedicnces objected 
again{t chem are ſo far extenuated as they proceeded onely from fa&ious Parties in the ſaid Towns ; for which choſe free from thoſe Diſobedjenccs ſhould nor ſuffer. And 
{ay, that repenting themſelyes of their former errours, they received Garriſons and ſtood out even to extremity. 

Asto the relt of the Towns, they have given ſignal Teſtimonies of their Loyalty , and ſuffered much in defence of theſe againſt the Uſurper. 

That after the Lord Lientenants Departure our of Ireland, the ſaid Catholicks under the Command of the faid Lord Deputy oppoſed the Uſurpers Forces. That Your 
Majeſty cook notice of their Loyalty, and owncd their ſaid Aings as a ſpecial Service, encouraging (by your Majeſties ſeyeral Letters direRed to the ſaid Lord Marqueſs of 
Clanriccard, in the Year 1650. and 1651-) their continuance in Arms, as adyantageous by way of Diverſion co the then intended Progreſs and ay of your Armies in 
England, and Scotland ; upon notice whereof, though their condition was low, yer they reje&ed advantageous offers propoſed ro rhem'by Ireton , then Commanding in Chief 
the Uſurpers Forces, chooſing rather to run any ang res to give him (by acceptance of his offers) an opportunity to employ his Forces then in Ireland to the prejudice of 
Your Maſjeſtics ſaid Deſigns in England and Scotland , and therefore continued in Arms till the ſaid remaining Towns were by extremity and long Sieges forcedto yield,, af- 
ter the Defeat of Worceſter, and untilthe ſaid Lord Deputy was forced withthe Party he had to betake himſelf ro the Mountains for their ſafety ; and then his Lordſhip was 
Licenſed by Your Majefty to permit Your ſaid Subje&s ro make the beſt Agreement they could for themſelves, when they were in a very incapable way to obtain any confi- 
derable Conditions : which ſufferings, and conſtant perſeyerance in their Loyalty , we hope may merit a better conſtruQtion of their ations then theſe who now raiſe Ob-+ 
je&ions againſt the ſaid Peace do infinuate. - 


Upon the whole matter it is evident, That by che ſaid Peace concluded in the Year 1648. with the general Aſſembly, and the Recognition thereupon of Your Majeſties 


Authority, cheir Confederacy was diſlolyed ; and that conſequently from thenceforth Your Majeſties Laws and Authority were to be the'rale and ſupport of Your Sub- 


jets Lives and Fortunes. That being ſo, Ic is humbly offered that none can pretend to invalid the ſaid Peace by the ſubſequent defeRionor crimes of any particu- 
lar perſons , ſuch Offenders being puniſhable by Your Majcſties known Laws, without ſeeking by any extraordinary way of proceeding ro deprive the innocent as well as the 
nocent of the benefit of the ſaid Peace. X 

If any of Your Majeſties Subje&ts of England, having generally declined the late Uſurped Power, and ſubmirted ro your Majeſtics Anthoriry , ſhould revolt-and raiſe 
Arms, yet ought not (as is humbly conceived) the puniſhment thereof to fall onany bur the Offenders , nor deprive any other of the benefic of the former Indempnicy 
©ranted by your Majeſty to your Subje&s. The difference is apparent between that caſe and thar of the SubjeAs of a Forreign Prince , who ſhould violate the Conditions 
of any League or Peace berweentwo Princes, for in the latrer, It is the Law of Nations, and not the Municipal Law , which alloweth the taking of fatisfaQion from any 
ocher Subje& of rhe ſaid Forreign Prince, (though not offending) bur that manner of proceeding, can by no Law or Juſtice, be warranted againſt Your Majeſties own 
Subje&s, when they offend , the power of puniſhing ſuch being in your ſelf by the known Laws of the Land, but not fo in the other. | 

If ten perſons had been found in Sodom, the whole Ciry had been ſpared ; and therefore 'tis not to be doubted, bur that (if your Majeſty , who excecderh all Prin- 
ces on Earth in Clemency and juſtly Merits, thar ſpecial Stile of King of Mercics and Pardons ; the extent whereof hath been ſo largely diffuſed throughout all Your Do- 
minions) will not think fit to ſpare the non-adherers ro Your ſaid Peace for their ſakes who conſtantly adhered thereunto, being the greater number (as we hope on exami- 
nation will appear) yet you will be graciouſly plcaſcd co ſpare the Adherers,and provide for them and their Reſticurion in the preſent A of Settlement withour obſtruRing rhe 
fame by Repriſals, Proviſoe's, Grants, Inſtructions, or otherwiſe. 


Read before Hu Sacred Majeſty futing in Council , March 12. 1661, 
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